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MFSA Opposes Atlantic Pact—Favors Alternative 


_ The Methodist Federation for Social Action adopted as 
its own the Open Letter to the President and the Congress 
of the United States previously circulated by a large group 
of citizens from all walks of life, including many Federation 
leaders.* This action’ was taken by the unanimous vote of 
those present at the MFSA Executive Committee meeting 
on May 14. 

The major premise of this Open Letter was: “Peace 
depends upon an understanding between the U. 8. A. and 
the U. S. S. R. The people of both nations want peace.” 

The statement points out that “. .. we are today burdened 
with expenditures of a military nature that consume more 
than half of our budget. Support for questionable regimes 
in various parts of the world is costing us hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars and the friendship of liberty-loving peoples. 

* War preparations are making it impossible to achieve the 
program of domestic reform, for which the American people 
voted, and are jeopardizing our political democracy. ... Yet 
a further step is now being prepared in the form of a North 
Atlantic military alliance, to be followed by a huge and 
costly program of arming Western Europe for war. This 
step will not only retard recovery in Western Europe, tt- will 
irrevocably commit us to a fatal two-world policy. It... 
will widen the split in the world between two armed camps, 
increase conflict in every part of the globe and intensify an 
arms race that will impoverish all people and may end only 
in a war of extinction. Therefore, we urge the Congress to 
reject the proposal for a North Atlantic military alliance.” 


ALTERNATIVE PROPOSED 


The Letter states that “No dispute between the United 
~ States and Russia needs be resolved by force, and there are 
no differences between them which in time cannot be settled 
_ by peaceful negotiations”, and holds that “. . . all of the 
‘ possibilities for such negotiations have never been fully 
explored.” 
The alternative proposal reads: “We urge that the Presi- 
_ dent, through a special emissary to the Soviet Umion, prepare 
the way for a meeting between the highest ranking authorities 
Sof’ the two governments. Issues now outstanding between 
the two countries should be thoroughly discussed and an 
atmosphere of mutual confidence established in anticipation 
of multi-lateral discussions at which final settlements could 
be achieved. This will prepare the way for peace treaties 

with Germany and Japan. It should provide for the resump- 
ion of trade between East and West. There should be firm 
commitments against interference in the affairs of other 
nations and the prineiple established that aid to the needy 
oples of the world be administered through the United 
ions. It should lead to a sufficient measure of confidence 
een East and West as to make possible a general reduc- 
in armaments. If war comes, a settler between 


shed, devastated nations must be madé after the 


war—if any survive to make the treaty. Let discussions be 
pee N OW, before war becomes inevitable.” (Italics ours. 
—Ed.) 


As this issue goes to press, the Senate Committee hear- 
ings on the Pact are still in Session. The majority of the 
Committee are known to favor the Pact, and it will almost 
certainly be passed on quickly to the Senate for approval. 
YOU CAN STILL WRITE to your own Senator, to Senator 
Tom Connally and to President Truman to protest this 
tateful agreement. Urge Secretary of State Acheson, 
meeting now with the other Big Four Foreign Ministers in 
Paris, not to use the threat of American armed might to seize 
diplomatic gains for the West in Germany, but rather to 
rely on the earnest desire of all the peoples of the world 
for a just peace and so arrive at a united, working pro- 
gram. Protest the ever-soaring military budget, now a 
staggering $15,900,000,000, which increases the threat of 
War and reduces the social security and welfare of not 
only us here in America but of all the peoples who need our 
economic help. ket’s use our opportunity now to fight 
for peace with the pen and word. This wicked waste of 
human life and materials must cease! 


(* Bishop James C. Baker, Rev. Prof. Halford EH. Luecock, 
Dr. Willard Uphaus, Rev. Alexander Stewart, Mrs. M. E. Tilly, 
Rev. Dr. Albert E. Barnett, Dr. Georgia Harkness, Dr. Carl 
Soule, Rev. Gilbert 8. Cox, Rev. M. E. Dorr, Dr. G. 8. Nichols, 
Bishop Robert N. Brooks, Rev. Emory 8. Bucke, Bishop Lewis 
O. Hartman, Dr. Walter G. Muelder, Rev. Henry Hitt Crane, 
Rev. Roy E. Burt, Rev. Chester E. Hodgson, Dr. Harry F. Ward, 
Rev. Leon M. Adkins, Dr. Wade Crawford Barclay, Rev. Thoburn 
T. Brumbaugh, Dr. Mark A. Dawber, William W. Reid, Thelma 
Stevens, Dr. Harold A. Bosley, Dr. David D. Jones, Prof. Arthur 
W. Munk, Rev. Mark A.Chamberlin, Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy, 
Dr. Harold A. Ehrensperger, Edith Simester, Rev. George C. 
Baker, Jr., Rev. Albert P. Shirkey.) 


| METHODIST WOMEN OPPOSE PACT 


The “Action on Collective Security” adopted by the 
Methodist Women’s Division of Christian Service in March 
‘included these recommendations : 

e ‘‘ That the United States take the initiative in proposing as 
an effective alternative to the Pact, consideration of a general 
security agreement, wnder Article 51 of the U.N. Charter, 
which would be open to all members of the U.N.’’ ; 
e ‘‘We continue to oppose a policy of commitments to foreign 
military aid. Such a policy will hinder economic recovery 
through diverting man power, machines, and materials for 
defense. purposes; provoke fear, and stimulate an arms race 
on the part of the Soviet Union. Also such a program of 
foreign military aid, plus our national rearmament program, 
would substantially increase our United States budget, and 

threaten our domestic economy.’’ 


a} 


From Secretary's Report to Executive Committee 


At Oskaloosa there was stronger Negro participation than 
ever—reflecting the splendid leadership of Bishop Brooks 
and the healthy trend of the last four years towards more 
adequate and active Negro participation and leadership 
in MESA. 

The Oskaloosa delegates went on from the Federation 
victories at General Conference and elsewhere during the 
preceding year. Full of faith and determination, they 
developed a positive, prophetically Christian, and aggres- 
sively democratic program. We are called now to main- 
tain that approach and implement that program. It is 
love and faith, not fear or hysteria, which will strengthen 
us for new victories for God’s Kingdom in the challenging 
days at hand. 

Post-Oskaloosa secretarial engagements have included: 
a half-day Troy Conference seminar on foreign policy; 
addresses and promotion at the New Hampshire, Philadel- 
phia, New York, and Troy Annual Conferences; participa- 
tion in the Federation-sponsored Religion and Labor 
Foundation Conference in Cincinnati, and the Federal 
Council and State Department-UNESCO meetings in 
Cleveland; meetings with the New York City, Newark 
Conference, Chicago, Greater St. Louis, N.E. Ohio Con- 
ference, and St. Paul and Minnesota MFSA Chapters; 
addresses and meetings at Union Theological Seminary, 
Hamline University, McKendree College, and the University 
of Chicago Chapel; a two-week tour of my native South, the 
first with Bishop Brooks in Louisiana and Texas and the 
second in Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina. _ 

As the Christian Advocate accurately reported, April 3-8 
was the greatest promotional week in Federation history. 
Bishop Brooks and I, representing the South’s two major 
racial groups, lived, travelled, and worked together without. 
concession to the prevailing segregation pattern. Our 
unsegregated MFSA meetings were in Methodist churches. 
We saw the national pattern of segregation successfully 
challenged. This can and should be done everywhere in our 
country, not tomorrow but today. MFSA ean lead the way 
in Methodism. 

In Louisiana, Bishop Brooks addressed the State Uni- 
versity Wesley Foundation, and I spoke about MFSA student 
chapters. In San Antonio we enjoyed dinner in the Travis 
Park Methodist Church with Latin, Negro, and Anglo par- 
ticipation. After an enthusiastic mass meeting, a San Antonio 
City Chapter was organized with strong leadership from all 
racial groups, as was true also in Dallas. Other chapters were 
organized in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Houston. 
Some 1,000 new members learned about the Federation, 
joined, and contributed over $5,000 in voluntary member- 
ship contributions. These new chapters expect to develop 
strong education and action programs and to function as 


standard chapters with direct representation on our MFSA 


Executive and National Committees. 

In Atlanta I addressed the responsive Clark College 
student body (where a new MFSA chapter was initiated) 
and a specially called Religion and Labor Fellowship inter- 
racial luncheon. In Rock Hill, 8. C., I addressed a Win- 
throp College Wesley Foundation Holy Week service and a 
special meeting for MFSA. In Greensboro, N. C., I met 
morning and afternoon classes at Bennett College, leading 
discussion on current issues and on the MFSA. In all places 
MFSA literature was distributed and sold, and new members 
secured. Honoraria attained more than covered all expenses 
incurred on the trip. : 

We in the Executive Committee should make conerete 
plans for the strengthening of existing MFSA chapters and 
for the development of new local, functional, inclusive, 
_unsegregated chapters along the lines of the chapters in San 
Antonio and Dallas. We should lay our plans for quickly 


Full Report of May 14 available from National Office, 


‘ 


securing the goal of 10,000 active members, and enlisting 
them as creative participants in inclusive MFSA chapters. 
We can rejoice in the promotional gains which have been 
made in the last four years. But we should go on to add 
with the Apostle, “Beloved, it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be.” 

Other engagements on behalf of the Federation have been 
scheduled for the New England Conference MFSA banquet, 
Annual Conference meetings at Idaho, Wyoming State, 
Pacific Northwest, Oregon, California-Nevada, Southern 
California-Arizona,” and possibly Latin American Provi- 
sional; to be followed by an address before the Indiana State 
Baptist Convention on problems of racial diserimination and 
segregation, and a possible meeting with our Indiana State 
chapter. 

I am happy to tell you of the improving situation in our 
heavily worked national office and to introduce Miss Betty 
Freeman, our splendid new Office Manager and Promo- 
tional Secretary, who comes with highest recommendation 
from the Director of the Canadian Government Information 
Office and Professor Gregory Vlastos, her earlier employers. 
She left a more remunerative and less demanding job, and 
came to us because of her ideals and convictions and dedica- 
tion to the kind of world for which the Federation stands. 
She has a rich background for this work since she formerly 
was office secretary with the Fellowship for a Christian 
Social Order, an unofficial chureh group in Canada, quite 
like our own. 

I conclude this report with some observations on currently 
crucial issues. ‘ 

In the Atlantic Pact and accompanying rearmament pro- 
gram, the danger of Armageddon becomes more acute, the 
ominous armaments race and “cold war’ are intensified; 
and we further bolster and arm colonial powers like the 
Netherlands which have been using armed foree and violent 
aggression against colonial peoples struggling for liberation 
and democratic independence. By placing such emphasis on 
military armament, we threaten reconstruction and intensify 
militarization. We once again forget in our foreign policy 
that new wine should be put into new bottles. So we return 
to long outmoded balance-of-power polities. Thereby we 
further threaten the United Nations while paying the usual 
lip service to it. We arm an aggressor power like the 
Netherlands in the name of fighting aggression. We add to — 
fear and insecurity in the name of bringing security. We 
take in our foreign policy one more dangerous step towards 
war. In implementing the Oskaloosa program let us speak 
out sharply and clearly on this question, encourage other 
Methodist agencies to do the same, and seek time to appear at 
the Congressional hearings against the Pact and against the 
accompanying lend-lease program. 

There is a basic sickness in our society. Our undemo- 
cratic economy has made serious inroads on our political 
order. This is reflected in the utter contrast between what 
the American people voted for in November and what they, 
up to the present time, are getting—i.e., in the sabotage of 
the entire ‘Fair Deal” legislative program, which the com- ~ 
mon people need, by the vested interests opposed to the 
people’s welfare and to the fulfillment of our democracy. 
flere too we should speak out—in this meeting and in an 
educational crisis leaflet follow-up—on the rotten, disgraceful _ 
situation in Washington, on the great betrayal of the people 
and their mandate, and on the job which the people must do — 
to make the government their servant and to get: medical — 
care like that now being made available in England; the 
decent and healthful housing which we are technologically 
able to produce and which people because they are people 
deserve; full civil rights and democratic security in accord- 
ance with promise and right. Pa ee 

(Continued on page 88) 
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The Fight in Virginia For First-Class Citizenship 


CHARLES C. 


Virginia workers—both white and Negro—to my first- 
hand knowledge have become convinced Within the lasf five 
years by a long series of adverse administrative and legisla- 
tion actions on the part of city, county, state and Federal 
public officials that their only hope of securing justice by 
peaceful means is through the use of the ballot. 

The leaders of organized labor and of the Negroes in 
Virginia have, therefore, been carrying on vigorous cam- 
paigns to build up our qualified vote. 

It has been no easy task! For, after we have convinced 
our people that they should become first-class Voting citizens 
by the use of the arguments given above, we have had 
to persuade them to meet the State’s poll tax requirements. 

Virginia’s Poll Tax Law, reintroduced by the 1902 consti- 
tution, amounts to $1.50 per year—is cumulative for three 
years—and must be paid at least six months in advance of a 
general election. Because of the cumulative provision many 
potential voters have to pay approximately $5.00 before they 
ean register. Many registered voters forget to pay in time 
and thus lose their votes. 

Abandoned in all -the southern states except Georgia 
during Reconstruction days, it was. reintroduced primarily 
to eliminate the Negro as a voter and to prevent a unity 
between the Negroes and the poor whites. This is sub- 
stantiated, as far as Virginia is concerned, by a report of 
the Virginia Assembly Advisory Legislative Council which 
pointed out in 1941, that “the poll tax was reintroduced for 
the express purpose of serving as a restriction on the free 
exercise of the suffrage; and it continues beyond any rea- 
sonable doubt to constitute a restriction in practice.” 

How well it has sueceeded in achieving this purpose is 
evidenced by the following statements: (a) “The number of 
Virginia qualified Negro voters dropped from 147,000 to 
21,000 following the disfranchising convention of 1902”; (b) 
“the percentage of Virginia’s male (white and Negro) resi- 
dents over 21 who took part in presidential balloting in 
1900 was 57%, in 1904 (after the 1902 convention) it 
dropped to 28%, and by 1940 the percentage of men. and 
women Virginians over 21 who took part in the presidential 
election was only 22%; (c) “Only 2,561 of Richmond’s 
39,489 Negroes of voting age paid their poll taxes for the re- 
quired three year period in 1944.” 

Why hasn’t a greater proportion of the white and Negro 
potential voters of Virginia paid the poll tax? First, be- 
eause they have not been aroused or educated to realize 
the importance of voting; second, because they have felt that 
candidates for public office, sympathetic to their interests, 
had no chance to defeat the dominant Byrd Machine candi- 
dates; third, because of the burden of the tax itself; and 


fourth, because the great majority of them have not been 


billed for the tax by the Byrd Machine commissioners of 
revenue as required by Virginia law, and they have, there- 
fore, neglected to pay it. 

Under the leadership of Virginia CIO-PAC and of the 
Virginia Voters’ League, a Negro organization headed by 
Dr. Luther P. Jackson of the State Teachers College, Peters- 
burg, a dynamic educational program has been carried out 
all over the state during the past few years under the slogan, 
“Pay the poll tax in order to abolish the poll tax.” 

In consequence, the number of paid-up poll tax union 
members and liberals, both white and Negro, has gone up by 


leaps and bounds. To illustrate, in 1943 only 2,097 colored 


citizens in Richmond had paid the qualifying poll tax. In 
1944 the number reached 2,561. For the congressional elec- 


tions of 1946 there were 3,800 . When the books for poll 


tax payment were closed in May, 1947, there were 6,230 
s President of the Virginia CIO and Director of the- 
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colored citizens on the rolls and today (July, 1948) it is 
estimated that there are over 7,000. 

Bearing in mind that “a bad eandidate with 10 votes will 
beat a good candidate with 1,000 supporters who forgot to 
register,” the joint American Federation of Labor, Railroad 
3rotherhood and CIO labor groups have been pushing a reg- 
istration campaign simultaneously with the “pay-your-poll- 
tax”? campaign. 

Outstanding among the recent consequences of the PAC 
labor and Negro campaigns has been the election of W. H. C. 
Murray, president of the Richmond Central Trades and 
Labor Council, AFL, to the House of Delegates, the lower 
branch of the Virginia state legislature. 

The Richmond labor and Negro political victories have at- 
tracted nation-wide attention but they do not stand alone 
in the “Old Dominion State.’ A CIO man has been a 
well thought of member of the Bedford County board of 
supervisors for some time and a Negro, elected with CIO 
support, has been serving very acceptably on the Nanse- 
mond County Board. An AFL printer, backed by the 
joint efforts of the various labor groups in Danville, was 
elected to the city council of that city on June 8th, 
of this year, while on June 28th a Negro dentist, who has 
the confidence of organized labor, was appointed to the 
school board of Roanoke—the first appointment of a Negro 
to a school board of a Southern city in decades. 

Our dreams of equitable representation depend upon our 
continued efforts to get all of our people to become first-class 
voting citizens. 


NLRB VS. BIBB COMPANY, MACON, GA. 


Methodist President Involved 


The NLRB has handed down a ruling against the Bibb 
Manufacturing Co. of Macon, Georgia, for using the police 
of its “company town” to maintain surveillance over union 
activities and for circulating an anti-union newspaper which 
incited violence against union organizers. 

The President of Bibb is a prominent Methodist, con- 
tributor to numerous Methodist grouns and formerly Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees of Wesleyan College. The 
NLRB charged that, by nature of the administrative set-up 
of the company town, the Mayor and other government 
officials, as well as the police (all on the company payroll) 
were unfairly used against the union (Textile Workers Union 
of America). The anti-union newspaper is a four-page 
weekly, The Trumpet, published in Columbus by E. C. John- 
ston who signs himself “Parson Jack’. The company bought — 
2,000 subseriptions which it circulated in rotation among its 
8,000 employees. One Trumpet article stated, “. .. if a 
polecat (meaning union organizer) comes into your house, or 
on the premises, you are not expected to speak gently and 
attempt to persuade mildly the cat to ‘leave you alone’, but 


the thing is to call the dogs, and get your gun; and enlist the 


help of your neighbors. . .” 

Presumably the NLRB as an impartial government agency 
has considered the company side of the case. However if 
there is additional information or if the conclusions are con- 
trary to fact we would gladly print additional evidence. 
The ease as it stands now raises the question of whether 
our chureh people should be more concerned about the ~ 
sources of income for Methodist institutions where the big 
contributors violate the Social Creed of the Church. There — 
is an ever present danger of becoming too dependent upon — 
such contributors and of having our policies influenced by 
them. — } 

_ (The full record of the NLRB proceedings may be secured — 
from the Federation Office at 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Chapter News Across the Country 


New Chapters in Southwest 


As the result of the joint promotional work of our Presi- 
dent, Bishop Brooks, and our Executive Secretary, Jack 
MeMichael, during the week of April 3-8, and the later 
field trips made by Jack, several vital new MFSA chapters 
have been organized in the Southwest, with the outstand- 
ing feature that they were all developed on inter-racial 
lines. Well-attended mass meetings were held in the local 
churches, out of which grew these new MFSA groups. 
Monthly meetings were planned for social education and 
action on local and wider issues and over $5,000.00 was 
raised in new memberships. 


NEW ORLEANS—A strong city chapter was organized 
under the presidency of Rev. 8S. E. Harris. This meets 
the qualifications of a standard chapter, having over 100 
members. 


BATON ROUGE—A standard chapter was set up fol- 
lowing the mass meeting at St. Mark Methodist Church 
under the chairmanship of the Conference President, Rev. 
WH. A. Mays. The newly elected officers are: Mrs. Inez 
Chistentery, President, Mr. Fred Joseph, Vice Pres., Rev. 
N. P. Perry, Secretary, Mrs. Naomi White, Asst. Secty., 
and Mrs. Emma T. Jackson, Treasurer. 


HOUSTON—Almost 200 persons became members of the 
Federation as the result of a large mass meeting held here. 
A city chapter was set up which promises to be most 
active. 


SAN ANTONIO—A strong city chapter was organized 
with representatives from San Antonio’s three main racial 
groups (White, Negro and Latin) elected as officers and 
members of the executive committee. 


DALLAS—The executive committee elected by the new 
and enthusiastic city chapter here has resulted in outstand- 
ing Negro and white leadership. 


GREATER ST. LOUIS—The temporary city chapter was 
organized on a permanent basis on May 6. A group of 
46 prospective members had supper together and met with 
the Executive Secretary. The chapter organized at this 
meeting includes the Central, South Central and North 
Central jurisdictions of that area, with the qualifications 
of a standard chapter set as a goal. The officers elected 
included: Eugene E. Seubert, President; Rev. L. L. Haynes, 
Vice-Pres.; Rev. Warren W. Peters, Secty-Treas.; and the 
following Members-at-large: Rev. W. Leo E. Cole, Mrs. 
John W. Meredith, John Curtis, Jr., Stanley Johnston and 
Mrs. Frank L. Wright. The meeting voted to send letters 
to U. S. Senators of the States of Missouri and Illinois, 
asking them to vote against ratification of the North 
Atlantic Pact. 


CHICAGO—A city chapter was organized on a strong 
inter-racial basis early in May. The meeting voted to take 
action against the Atlantic Pact in the form of communi- 
cations to the Senators of the States involved in the chap- 
ter, as well as to President Truman and Senator Connally. 


FEPC IN OREGON DUE TO MFSA 
EFFORTS 


The Methodist Federation Chapter in Oregon was the 
first group in that State to initiate a Bill for a Fair 
Employment Practice Commission—and in March of this 


year had the extreme gratification of seeing that Bill pass 
both Houses by a substantial majority. This is carrying 
out the MFSA program in a vital, concrete way, and 
pug, be an inspiration to all MFSA Chapters across the 


Other News Grom the Gield 


ST. PAUL—The St. Paul City Chapter has been meet- 
ing monthly for some time, and at their May meeting our 
Executive Secretary was present as their main speaker. 
The members took unanimous action against the Atlantic 
Pact and reeommended that similar steps be taken by the 
National Office. This Chapter has a flave for public rela- 
tions and through their efforts the Federation has received 
much favorable publicity in the local press. | 

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL CHAPTER—A highly suc- 
cessful inter-racial meeting was held several weeks ago in 
Dallas at which Mrs. A. L. Voigt presented an enthusiastic 
report of the annial MFSA meeting at Oskaloosa. Bishop 
Gerald Kennedy gave a strong pro-Federation address. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA-ARIZONA—The Executive 
Committee of this Chapter has been meeting for the past 
several months, mapping out a program to activate their 
membership in the following ways: (1) regular monthly 
Executive Committee meetings; (2) quarterly Conference 
Chapter meetings in addition to the annual dinner at Con- 
ference; (3) a pre-conference dinner devoted to a study of 
the proposed Conference reports on social problems and 
kindred matters; (4) election of new officers by mail ballot 
prior to Conference sessions, with installation at Confer- 
ence Dinner; (5) selection of some layman each year to 
receive ‘‘Outstanding Layman Award’’ for distinctive 
contribution to social progress during the past year. 

NORTHEAST OHIO CONFERENCE—The executive 
committee met in a pre-conference session at the YMCA 
in Cleveland, Ohio on May 8, with the Executive Secretary 
present. Plans were made for a luncheon meeting at the seat 
of the annual conference in Lakeside, Ohio on June 23. A 
committee was appointed to study possible fields of action 
for the 1949-50 year and to present a report at the annual 
conference session. A resolution was passed opposing the 
ratification of the North Atlantic Pact, with copies to go 
to the two Ohio Senators, Senator Tom Connally, and 
President Truman. Jack McMichael made many helpful 
suggestions relative to strengthening the chapter. 

NEW YORK CONFERENCE—Strong emphasis was 
placed on the Federation at the New York Annual Con- 
ference on May 13, when the regular conference hour 
address was given by MFSA’s former President, Bishop 
Lewis O. Hartman. The dinner held the previous night 
was addressed by our Executive Secretary, Jack McMichael, 
and much new interest was shown in the Federation. The 
Conference adopted the report of the New York MFSA 
Conference Branch, calling for seminars during the year, 
sponsored jointly by the Commission on Social Education 
and Action, the Commission on World Peace of the Con- 
ference, and the MFSA. 

NEW YORK EAST CHAPTER—At its meeting on May 
17 the N.Y.E. Chapter planned action against the Atlantic 
Pact and also heard a very thrilling report from Rev. 
Charles Lee about the ‘‘Battle of Norwalk’? in connection 
with the attacks made upon the pastor and lay leaders of 
the Methodist Church in South Norwalk, Conn. for having 
invited Henry Wallace to give a sermon in that church. 
(See May Social Questions Bulletin, p. 66-67.) The action 
of the pastor and his church was upheld unanimously by 
the Ministerial Association of Norwood and also by the 
Official Board of the church. As was pointed out by Rev. Lee 
at the May 17 meeting, the Methodist Federation, through 
the N.Y.E. Chapter and the National Office, played a 
decisive role in winning this fight for freedom of speech — 
from the pulpit. AE ie. 

NEW YORK CITY CHAPTER—Action is being taken to _ 
bring about the repeal of the Feinberg Act (New York’s — 
new witch-hunting law which prohibits Communists and _ 
sympat s from teaching in the publie schools) and to 
protest other current attacks on academic freedom. 
5 . ; > —B. F. 


editorial 


Word from the New Editor 


With profound humility your Executive Secretary accepts 
the new duty of editing the Social Questions Bulletin, organ 
of our movement and one regular mediiim 6f communiea- 
tion with our membership. The Bulletin has been in good 
hands under the past editors: Alson J. Smith, Wade C. Bar- 
clay, Harry F. Ward. It will be difficult-to prove worthy 
of such forthright, courageous, prophetie, able predecessors. 
We greatly need and bespeak your prayers, undergirding, 
and counsel. 

The Bulletin will continue to proclaim the Truth as we 
see it. The Fourth Gospel put it well: Mén must know the 
Truth if men are to be free. So we, like thése who went 
before us, are loyal to the facts. Our commitment is to 
accuracy; but if inadvertent errors are revealed, they will be 
promptly and gratefully corrected. And we shall attempt 
to serve our readers by giving priority to relevant facts with- 
held or obscured by the ordinary media of communication. 
We shall be ever mindful of the distinctive function and con- 
tribution of our movement and of its publication. 

We are in the fight for the future of mankind. So we are 
in the worldwide fight for peace, and for the kind of social 
order which can make no profit from war but find all its gain 
in peace. We support and will implement the basic stand 
on war and peace officially and overwhelmingly taken last 
year by the Methodist General Conference. We shall ask 
eur words and actions to contribute to world brotherhood, 
understanding, cooperation, and peace. 

Thus we seek not merely to patch up, but fundamentally 
to transform an economic system which has only been able 
to “solve” the acute moral and social problem of mass unem- 
ployment by an economy for war. And we reject a foreign 
policy which is wed to that kind of “solution” to our basic 
economic problem—a foreign policy which assures tempo- 
rary profits for a few but growing insecurity, deprivation 
of liberty, and the increasing threat of atomic death for the 
many. We reject and seek to replace a policy which finds 
profits in an armament race, which brings profits to a few 
by continuing rather than ending the cold war, which helps 
keep divided a world crying for togetherness and yearning 
for peace. We support multilateral disarmament within ‘the 


United Nations rather than regional (?) rearmament outside | 


the United Nations. We support a West-East understanding 
for peace rather than an Atlantic (?) (or Mediterranean 
or Pacific) Pact for war. We regret having been proven 
right in our analysis of the November elections (in the 
December Bulletin) when we contended that there is a 
difference between promise and achievement and that the 
progressive domestic program for which the American 


- people were voting (housing, health, minimum wage boost, 


social security and education expansion, civil rights, Taft- 


Hartley repeal) required, if it were to be carried out, a 
basic change in our foreign policy—since a progressive 
domestic policy and reactionary foreign policy were not 


likely to mix and since billions invested in armaments here 


and abroad would make far less likely the finding and invest- 
ment of billions for constructive and needed programs such 
as housing. We hope this truth will be discovered and 


able to pay. 


applied in time by leaders of the American labor move- 
ment and by other of our allies and friends. — 

We cannot lightly dismiss the continuing unemployment 
in peacetime consumer goods industries which has developed 
in recent months. The decisions made by a relatively few 


to close factory doors and throw men and women with 


families out of jobs, may assure temporary profits for the 
few, but they threaten the welfare of the many. Nor were 
the decisions democratic. Those who made them did not 
consult the workers who want to produce needed goods nor 
the consumers who want to buy them-at prices they are 
‘We agree with the Apostle Paul that to fulfil 
the law of Christ we must bear one another’s” burdens, 
coope: plan and work together for the common good, 


COO Peracle. 


live together as one family. Today this means that we must 
have a democratic economic-social order in which the people 
themselves make the decisions which determine their destiny. 
Widespread abundance is now technologically possible. The 
people should be freed and challenged to plan their way 
into abundance through full, socially useful production and 
employment; and they should understand at the outset that 
a secure plan for abundance must be allied to a plan for 
peace. 

We are loyal to American democracy and seek to preserve 
and extend it. We are gratefully loyal also to men like 
Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and Tom Paine who 
preceded us in this way. None of these men were con- 
formists. We ean be true to them and to our cherished 
democratic tradition only as we too seek those changes in our 
social structure needed by God’s children and possible in our 
day. Our American forefathers knew, as did leaders of the 
French Democratic Revolution, that full-orbed democracy 
requires, with liberty, also equality and fraternity. So we 
seek with the Federal Council of Churches an unsegregated 
Church in an unsegregated society. We propose to save and 
extend our liberty (and that of others) and to use it to gain 
equality and fraternity. 

This is a time of post-war Reaction similar in many 
respects to that which followed World War I, and marked 
as was that era by witch-hunts and hysteria. Today, as 
then, there are those who avoid or obseure discussion of the 
basic issues by smearing and baiting those who seek an 
unsegregated Church in an unsegregated society, a demo- 
cratic economy, and a peace-serving foreign policy. If we 
pay for taking such stands by becoming victims of such 
baiting, we shall not be alone or in altogether bad company. 
And we shall only respond to such epithets by saying that we 
follow the Apostle Paul who wrote: “Be not conformed to 
this world, but transformed by the renewing of your minds.” 
And we follow Jesus who warned His disciples to be really 
concerned when all men spoke well of them. After all, our 
ultimate and final loyalty is to the will of the eternal God. 
And we shall find ample satisfaction in life if we in this 
Federation movement can make our contribution to the 
world peace, brotherhood and abundance which it is His 
will for His children to enjoy. 

Jack R, McMicHarn 
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Behind the Headlines 


Is War Necessary for Our Economy? 


“Hell to Pay’ Seen if Russia Turns Suddenly Peaceful.” 
This headline is over a story about the dependence of our 
economy upon preparations for war. It quotes from Senator 
Edwin C. Johnson’s speech to the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce: “The foreign aid and military programs are main- 
taining an economic fool’s paradise. But for the cold war the 
economic situation would be alarming.’ Behind the headline 
is a wider question which needs continually to be raised 
before the public by those who “reject the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic basis for society.” How 
ean the economy that cannot keep usefully employed the 
people of the richest and technically most advanced nation 
ever meet the needs of a broken Europe and a rising China, 
Malaysia and Africa? 

The increasing inability to answer this question is the 
Damocles sword that hangs over the feasts of those who 
are prematurely celebrating the lifting of the Berlin blockade 
as a victory for diplomacy by dictation instead of negotiation, 
and a justification for its continuance. A rising curve of 
unemployment is reported from all ERP countries and 
Western Germany. This is due to competitive pressure on 
their industries by ERP imports, to ERP control of exports, 
and to cold war interruption of the natural flow of eco- 
nomic exchange between Eastern and Western Europe. ~Pub- 
lished doubts by economic authorities of ERP ability to 
restore and stabilize Western Europe’s economy by 1950 
increase. 


Can Cold War Win Peace? 


This situation raises a deeper question which needs to be 
discussed during the Paris talks on Germany. The pre- 
liminary discussions between the Western Allies (no gang- 
ing up, they say) indicate reliance upon the show and threat 
of force in the Pact-Rearmament program to secure diplo- 
matic surrender to their plan for Germany. Suppose this 
to happen. If the Soviet Union yielded to all our demands, 
could the cold war policy then make secure the foundation 
of a peaceful world? What kind of unity, no matter what 
agreements are signed, is possible either in Germany or for 
Europe under a program which proposes to use the materials 
and manpower of Western Germany in preparation for a 
possible war against the Soviet Union? 

No matter how many battles our present foreign policy 
may win it cannot win the cold war because its economic 
policy is inadequate, and is made more so by its military 
program. Its United Germany, if it could be secured, would 
increase the economic dislocation of Europe and thereby 
multiply the political tensions and increase the risk of war. 
The only way the approach to peace can be opened up is by 
the fullest possible mutually advantageous economic exchange 


between East and West Europe, and between the capitalist— 


and socialist sectors of the world. This would both make 
war preparations pump-priming unnecessary and help 
socialist construction, as it did between the U. §. and the 
U.S. 8. R. in the late twenties and early thirties. It would 
give a breathing space in which cultural and economie con- 
tacts could lessen enmities and provide opportunity for 
reasonable discussion of the basie question of the transition 
from capitalist to socialist society. Then we could find out 
_ whether there is any possibility of agreement upon what 
accomplishing that dangerous journey by democratic proc- 


¥ 


Protestants on the Fence 
This was the approach of the first post-war statement of 
the Federal Council on American-Soviet relations. It has 
been progressively silenced by the cold war, which now 
brings us to the day of decision in the Pact-Rearmament 
program and its bearing upon the future of Germany. 


esses means, and how much willingness to trust them remains., 


Instead of implementing its pronouncement of the meaning 
of gospel principles, official Protestantism, by failing to 
pronounce judgment upon the points at which our govern- 
ment has gone contrary to its pronouncements, has given 
tacit consent and some indirect support to the bi-partisan 
foreign poliey. So now that the issue of war or peace hangs 
in the balance we have the tragic announcement that the 
Protestant churches will officially take no stand either for or 
against the Pact. In this greatest crisis in our history 
fence-sitting is a dangerous, and may become an 1gnominious 
position. 

This situation,-and also the personal statement of fourteen 
Methodist bishops*that they support the Pact (and presum- 
ably the rearmament corollary) is evidence of the success of 
what Bruce Catton calls in his War Lords of Washington, 
“government by propaganda.” The unimpeachable generali- 
ties which led these bishops to support the Pact—the ideals 
we twice poured out life and treasure for; the cry of dis- 
tress from so many; intelligent action for freedom in the 
frame of world government—all derive from the phrases de- 
signed by the cleverest practitioners of the psychology of ad- 
vertising in this or any other country for the express purpose 
of getting the support of the people of good will for a policy 
which has other objectives. One wonders whether, if The 
Council of Bishops had asked the Peace Commission for a 
day’s seminar in which all the main facts for and against 
the Pact-Rearmament program could be presented in order 
to determine whether the Council should issue a warning as 
it did on the loyalty test order, the fourteen would then have 
issued their statement. 


Confusion Through Propaganda 


How then is the average voter to emerge from the greatest 
flood of propaganda in our history with an intelligent or just 
decision on our foreign policy? Skeptical, perhaps of the 
press, when the President says that it is the Soviet Union 
only that has made the U.N. inadequate and the Pact- 
rearmament necessary he then either gets in the mood to 
fight or begins to think war inevitable. In dailies and 
weeklies, from radio and screen, he gets a constant portrayal 
of the Soviet government as a national criminal and an 
international enemy. It runs the gamut from deliberate lies — 
to a lot of half truths which may be more dangerous in the 
present situation than the whole lies to which he may have 
become immune. 

Equally impotent is the omission or playing down of the 
news he needs. Churchill’s voice from the imperialist past 
ean get columns; the Ethiopian delegate’s historic speech 
against the present division of Italian colonies on the basis _ 
of Atlantic Pact war preparations only a few lines in a few _ 
papers. The Turkish correspondent of the New York Times 
has just resigned after some years of service in protest 
against continued censorship, distortions and omissions, of 
his reports. 


Legal Destruction of Democracy 


So to the subversion of democracy by propaganda there is 
added its destruction by the repressions of the police state. 
A flood of repressive legislation is pouring out from, and 
pending, in our legislative bodies, national and state. Laws 
to outlaw the communists, take away their citizenship, make 
more subversive lists and start more witch hunts, purge the 
colleges and schools, and the public libraries. Here and there _ 
the progressives stand up and fight, and win, as they did 
in Massachusetts, after th House without hearing voted 
to add to the section of the 17th Century Salem Witch Law _ 
which punished “whoever conetumeliously -blasphemes the — 
name of the Holy Ghost or Jesus Christ” the words “or _ 
advocates.the teaching of athetistie communism.” SS 

But more are passing than are being defeated. Mary- 
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land, long boasting its freedom, now has one of the worst. 
New York, with Dewey signing, has back on the books a 
denial of freedom in the schools about as bad as it got after 
World War I and repealed under Al Smith. 

So the policy that peace can be had by preparing and 
threatening war strengthens its twin fallacy that democracy 
can be saved by police state methods. Clark’s list of sub- 
versive organizations has again been lengthened. It is 
reported now to number 243, some of them dead for years. 
Ostensibly for securing loyalty in government service, by 
methods our Bishops protested as in themselves “unAmeri- 
can”, it is now being used for other purposes. Its record 
in the screening of postal employees, the only service using 
many Negroes, shows it is being used in behalf of segre- 
gation. All over the land it is being used to. prevent oppo- 
sition to our foreign policy. Meetings are cancelled, halls 
and radio time refused, because organizations, and so speak- 
ers, are on the subversive list. 


ls Silence the Golden Rule? 


On this the President, who ordered this list—proclaimed 
champion of civil rights—is silent. Where is there any 
official protest by the churches? 

For such a time has this unofficial grouping come to the 
Kingdom. To get the facts to the people. To show them 
what needs to be done. To declare the judgment of the 
gospel upon the steps that lead to war and to the destruction 
of democracy. To throw light upon the road that leads to a 
peaceful, democratic world. 

H. F. W. 


In Your Papers ? 


Sherwood Eddy reports from China: ‘‘One Christian 
pastor from Shensi . . . where pastors and churches have 
been cooperating in Red territory for ten years, testified that 
pastors were free to lead their churches on four conditions: 
(1) Their mode of living must be like the common people in 
dress, living and food. (2) They must earn their living by 
farming, trade or industry—as the apostle Paul did—-since 
preaching is not regarded as a ‘productive’ vocation. (3) 
Their character must be Christlike, as testified to by their 
neighbors in the recurring trials and purges conducted by 
the Communists. (4) Their faith must be Apostolic: Le., 
they must be fearless, sure of the gospel, patient under per- 
secution, and ready to die for their faith if necessary—as 
the Communists themselves are ready to die for theirs.’’ 


The House Labor Sub-Committee, on Jimcrow in the rail- 
road brotherhoods—Firemen and Engineers and Railroad 
Trainmen—has been hearing testimony showing collaboration 
between railroads and unions in excluding, limiting, and 


barring promotion of Negro workers. Rep. Powell produced 
figures to show that the “non-promotable agreement of Feb. 


’41 between the Enginemen and Firemen and 22 southeastern 
railroads, with the help of the National Mediation Board, had 
reduced Negro firemen from 41 to 5%. 


Johnson who succeeds Forrestal is conditioned to the same 
point of view on policy. He is a director of Consolidated 
Vultee Aircraft which has a $340 million backlog of war 
orders, including the B-36s to carry the atomic bomb. He is 
director of General Aniline and Films and his law firm 
ecunsel for it and for General Dyestuffs, both tied to the 
German cartel system. Add his American Legion back- 


‘ground and what chance is there of'a different policy con- 
_eerning the cold war revival of the industrial potential of 
Western Germany and of the cartel system . . . with our 
firms as senior instead of junior partners, eee of our 
_ preparation for war. . .F. W. 
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American Freedom and Catholic Power, Paul Blanshard, Boston: 
The Beacon Press, 1949. 350 pp. $3.50. 


That Catholic power has been steadily increasing decade after 
decade for more than a century in the United States is, or 
should be, generally known. By Catholic power is meant an 
institutional and political phenomenon, the power of an organiza- 
tion that is not only a church but a state within a state—a 
state that boldly asserts its supremacy over our national being. 
The Roman Catholic Church as a religious institution, along with 
other major denominations, also has been growing—in numerical 
membership, in social prestige, and in spiritual influence. With 
that fact no citizen as a citizen can fairly take issue. But of 
the rapidly increasing growth of Catholic power the citizen must 
perforce take account because it is a matter that concerns the 
normal functioning of our free institutions, the freedom of the 
American state itself. If this thesis is true, every patriotic 
American citizen, Protestant and Catholic alike—for there are 
vast numbers of Catholics who are patriots in as full and true a 
sense as an equal number of Protestants—should be deeply 
interested in discovering the facts concerning Catholic power. 
What is its essential nature? What are the modes of its opera- 
tion? In what areas of American public and private life does 
it operate? To what ends—fully and frankly stated—is it 
exercised? What means does it use to gain its end? 


It is to answer these questions that Paul Blanshard’s book has 
been written. It is not anti-Catholic in the sense that it opposes 
or belittles the Roman Catholic Church as a religious institution. 
It is a cool, dispassionate, scholarly, carefully documented exami- 
nation of Catholic power in its relation to American freedom in 
the areas of politics and government, science, education, medicine, 
and foreign relations. The author, as a student of both theology 
and law, educated at Michigan, Harvard and Columbia Uni- 
versities, is well equipped for the investigation he has carried 
through, but he was not content to depend wholly upon his own 
research. His manuscript was submitted for scrutiny and 
criticism to such well-known scholars as George La Piana, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of Church History at Harvard; Giovanni Piolo 
of Milan, former vice-rector of the Propaganda Pontifical Col- 
lege for Roman Catholic Missions, Rome; and Edwin McNeill 
Poteat of Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. The chapters on 
‘“The Chureh- and Medicine’’ and ‘‘Sex, Birth Control and 
Eugenics’? were scrutinized by Robert Laton Dickinson, M.D., 
former president of the American Gynecological Society. 
Despite the solid scholarship it represents it is being vigorously 
attacked and belittled in prominent newspapers and magazines. 
John P. Chase in the New York Times Book Review for May 
15 castigates' the author for undermining national unity in a 
critical period of our national history. One wonders if the 
reviewer considers the determined drive of the American 
hierarchy for the maintenance of a dual school system through 
federal aid to parochial schools a contribution to American unity. 
A second favorite line of attack is the accusation of religious 
intolerance. But by what stretch of the legitimate meaning of 
the term can an honest, objective investigation of what a religio- 
political organization advocates, inculcates, and practices in the 
fields of education, sex, birth-control, marriage, divorce, and 
medical practice, be labelled intolerant. Tolerance, Blanshard 
holds, means ‘‘complete charity toward men of all races and 
creeds, complete openmindedness toward all ideas, and com- 
plete willingness to allow peaceful expression of conflicting 
views.’’? By such definition American Freedom and Catholic 
Power is a tolerant book, deserving of the wide reading that it 
is certain to-command.—W.C.B. 


— 


Za 


CORRECTION—In her speech on ‘‘Democracy in China’’, 
printed in the May issue, Mrs. Fisher stated that the China 
Aid Council ‘‘has dissolved itself. under the United Service 
to China.’’ (See page 73, col. 2.) We have since been 


informed by the China Aid Council itself that it is still very 


much in operation, with an office in New York at 1790 


Broadway. Our apologies and good wishes to the Council. — : 
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Grom the Executive Committee 


Emphasis on bringing MFSA’ers into more active partici- 
pation in the Federation program highlighted the recent 
sessions of the Executive Committee (April 23, and May 14). 
The Committee met to consider the report of the Study Com- 
mittee, previously set up, which was aimed at improvement 
of Federation program and policy. Their proposals are 
summarized here and will be presented to the next national 
membership meeting for approval, and then eventual incor- 
poration into the MESA constitution. 

It is proposed that local and regional chapter development 
be encouraged, membership to cross all race and jurisdiction 
lines. It is recommended, as well, that the chapters meet in 
Regional Conferences annually, set up Regional Chapter 
offices, with Executive Secretary and staff (if possible on a 
part or full time basis). This decentralizing of activities 
moves along the goal of developing strong grass roots chap- 
ters with local and regional responsibilities. The Committee 
sees social action as the proper interest of individual 
MFSA/’ers as well as Local, Conference, and Regional chap- 
ters, and the Central Office. 

An inspiring view of governing principles for MFSA was 
submitted by Dean Walter G. Muelder, of the Boston School 
of Theology. This is part of the statement (which can be 
secured in full at the national office) : 


“The Methodist Federation for Social Action affirms the 
radical character of the Kingdom of God with its principles 
of love, righteousness, social justice, and an inclusive fel- 
lowship of all men, without artificial barriers of race, creed, 
or class, each member of which is a person of infinite value. 
In seeking the establishment of a social order based on 
respect for personality, brotherhood, and service, the Fed- 
eration rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic basis for society and rejects all forms of totali- 
tarianism, replaeing them by the method of democratic 
social economic planning.” 


Social Action is defined by the Committee as the implemen- 
tation of MFSA program and policies through (1) pub- 
licizing MFSA program in public addresses, articles, pamph- 
lets, labor schools and other training classes, ete., (2) by 
experimental projects, particularly in the fields of industrial 
and interracial relations; and (3) by political action, par- 
ticularly by such means as may be practicable to influence 
federal and state legislative action in the interest of social 
progress and the general welfare. 


From Secretary's Report 
(Continued from page 82) 

In the period since Oskaloosa mass unemployment has 
been mounting in our land, especially in the consumer goods 
industries. Though we still have the inflationary curbs on 
purchasing power which go with a capitalist “boom”, we 
also have a rise in the mass unemployment and suffering 
which go with a capitalist “bust”. Our economy is unco- 
operative, unbrotherly, undemocratic, sick, and immoral. 
We should call on our government to take the unemployment 
problem seriously and to act to end it without resort to an 
economy for war. We should supplement any statement 
we make today with a follow-up educational program of the 
crisis leaflet sort ordered by Oskaloosa. 

These are the great social problems upon which we should 

act, I believe, in this meeting; and with reference to which 
we.should, I think, plan an immediate educational follow-up 
campaign aimed at reaching our own members and through 
them many other individuals and groups in. Methodism and 
in our society. ; 

“The time,” said Paul, “is short.” The night comes when 
no man works. We must work with the same sense of burn- 
ing urgency which characterized Jesus, the Hebrew prophets, 
and Paul. We cannot be conformed to this world, but must 
ourselves be transformed so that we can become transform- 
ers. There is a great individual and social revolution in the 


To facilitate wider participation of MFSA members on 
Administrative levels, an expansion of the Administrative 
Committee was recommended to include, along with the 
national officers of the Federation, 8 members-at-large, for 
fair geographical representation of MFSA membership; and 
not more than 16 members in the national office area. Those 
elected to serve on the Administrative Committee were, 
Members-at-Large: Dr. Albert Barnett, Dr. James P. Braw- 
ley, Mr. Harold Burns, Rev. George Poor, Dr. Corliss Har- 
graves, Rev. H. M. Ratliff, Rev. Edgar Wahlberg, Dr. Elwin 
Wilson, Prof. L. Harold DeWolf; in the National Office area: 
Rey. Lee Ball, Rev. Paul DuBois, Rev. Paul Friedrich, Rev. 
Chester Hodgson, Rev. Edgar Jackson, Dr. Edgar Love, 
Rev. Edward McGowan, Miss Dorothy Nyland, Miss Matilda 
Saxton, Dr. Eugene Smith, Dr. Samuel Sweeney, Dr. Wil- 
lard Uphaus, Rev. Wayne White, Dr. Loyd F. Worley, Rev. 
Alson J. Smith, Rev. James Rhinesmith. 

All Executive Committee Nominees (as listed in Feb.-Mar. 
Social Questions Bulletin) were elected, with the addition of 
Prof. L. Harold DeWolf. The Executive Secretary, Rev. 
Jack R. MeMichael, was re-elected for 2 years further service, 
and is to begin the assumption of new duties as Editor of the 
Social Questions Bulletin with the June issue. The Executive 
Secretary is accorded responsibility for the contents of the 
Bulletin with complete editorial freedom, and will work in 
association with a 7-member Editorial Committee. The 
Executive Committee, on behalf of MFSA, renders full and 
sincere appreciation to Rev. Alson J. Smith for his services 
as Editor. 

The newly elected Editorial Committee includes the past 
editors of the Bulletin, Dr. Harry F. Ward, Dr. Wade C. 
Barclay, and Rev. Alson J. Smith; and church leaders with 
editorial experience: Dr. Mark A. Dawber, Bishop Lewis O. 
Hartman, Dr. Samuel Sweeney, and Mr. William W. Reid. 
The Social Questions Bulletin is now reduced to 8 pages, 
future expansion to depend on adequate income and vote of — 
the Administrative Committee. ; ~ 

Plans for the next national membership meeting will be 
detailed by the Planning Committee. Look for future news 
of the membership meeting! The Executive Committee pro- 
poses it should meet biennially, and replace the present — 
regular annual Federation meeting. 

The Executive Committee took important action opposing — 
the Atlantic Pact, which receives front-page attention in this — 
issue. 


heart of our prophetic Gospel. We must discover it, apply 
it to this our day, and propagate it wherever we can. This — 
is our great task, our compelling mission. May God make — 
more worthy those of us in the leadership of this Federa- 
tion movement. And may He help us to be true to His 
Kingdom, to our own highest selves, to the common people — 
everywhere, to those who went ahead of us in this way; and | 
to the little children, now alive and yet unborn, who deserve ~ 
—hbecause God loves them—to play in sunlight, live in ~ 
abundance and grow and work in cooperation and peace. 


WHY ONLY EIGHT PAGES? 


By Executive Committee vote this Bulletin is only 8 | 
pages. Costs have mounted. The Administrative Com- | 
mittee will enlarge the Bulletin when finances warrant. | — 
You can help in three ways: (1) Pay your dues and | 
encourage your overdue fellow members to pay. (2) | 
Increase your contribution to meet our rising costs. This | 
will sustain the vital Federation education and action | 
necessitated by the continuing threat of war and depres- | 


sion. (3) Recruit new members. Help get 10,000 paid. 
membere BY 1950. a eee ee 
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